SIMPLE WAYS TO
PROMOTE SPEECH
AND LANGUAGE
DEVELOPMENT

A language-rich environment plays a pivotal role in fostering
children's early learning and social-emotional development. It
extends beyond a space filled with books and print materials; it
encompasses an atmosphere where children actively engage in
conversations, singing, and reading.

Strategies for Language Modeling:

Engage
Physical Level Interaction:

o Get down to the child’s physical level, fostering a more personal and comfortable interaction.
Active Listening:

o Pay attention to what the child says, does, or points at.

¢ Observe facial and body expressions for a deeper understanding.

Encourage Conversations

Comment and Wait:
e Comment on the child's actions and patiently wait for a response.
Example: "You like the trains. You’re working hard to build a large train track.”
Ask Open-ended Questions:
e |nquire about the child's activities or plans.
Example: "What are your plans for those blocks?”

Extend Language and Learning

Repeat and Expand:
e Repeat what the child says and add new vocabulary or additional information.
Example:
Child: "I like it."
Teacher: "You like to play with trains.”
Make Connections:
e Relate classroom activities to home or community experiences.
Example: "You like playing with trains. Do you have any trains at home?"

By incorporating these strategies, educators and caregivers can create an environment that not only enhances language skills but also
prepares children to become avid readers, writers, and critical thinkers.
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