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Before we begin:

1) We’re recording and you’ll receive a link to the 
recording tomorrow. 

2) You’ll also receive a certificate of attendance and 
links to any resources mentioned.

3) Use the Q&A box to ask any questions you may 
have.



Hi, thanks for joining!

Grace Funk
Senior Director, 

Strategic Initiatives 

Bridget Hamre
Co-Founder and

CEO 

Veronica Fernandez
Senior Director, Social Impact

Katie Twilley
Senior Product 

Manager



● Teacher/Caregiver
● Instructional Leader (mentor, coach, trainer)
● Site Leader (director, principal, administrator)
● Implementation Leader (systems-builder, 

policy maker)
● Data Collector / Observer
● Researcher

Who is joining us? 

Other? Let us know 
your role in the chat!



● Understand the why behind CLASS 2nd Edition

● Define what the CLASS 2nd Edition is

● Explore CLASS 2nd Edition enhancements

● Share what CLASS 2nd Edition means for you

● Review when CLASS 2nd Edition enhancements are available

Agenda



What is your 
why for 

focusing on 
interactions?



At Teachstone, our mission is to help every child reach their full 
potential by measuring and 

improving the interactions that matter most.



CLASS® 2nd Edition

In Summer 2022, Teachstone will launch 
CLASS 2nd Edition,  focused on responding to 
the most urgent concerns of field while 
maintaining the core structures of CLASS to build 
on existing investments and infrastructures, 
minimizing burden of transition to the field.



Center on Equity Increase Access Measure for Impact

Ensure CLASS 
reflects and 
supports the 
communities we 
serve.

Increase 
accessibility 
and ease 
implementation 
for CLASS users.

Provide actionable 
insights to educators 
on the experiences 
that matter most for 
children.

Better Because of You



Very exciting and [the 
2nd edition enhancements] 
look to be what we’ve been 
asking for!

– InterAct 2022 Participant

“



  CLASS® 2nd Edition 

 

What Won’t Change?
 

● Core structure of CLASS will remain the same

● Continuity in the foundational concepts of the CLASS

● Builds on existing investments in CLASS

● Integrates with other parts of the existing CLASS system

We expect CLASS 2nd Edition will support more equitable and consistent CLASS data, 
but not lead to significant shifts in CLASS scores.



 Enhanced Tools, Same Proven System

CLASS® 
Pre-K-3rd Manual 

Set

CLASS® 
Pre-K-3rd 

Observation Training

CLASS® 
Environment

Revisions for ease 
of use and to drive 

more actionable 
data collection

Enhancements for 
increased equity in 
observing diverse 

settings

A new measure 
to capture a 
more holistic 

view of quality



I’m really glad to see these 
changes/additions. A focus 
on equity, diversity and 
inclusion, YES!

– InterAct 2022 Participant

“



Language Modeling
Captures the quality and amount of the teacher’s use of language-stimulation and language-facilitation techniques.

Frequent conversation Open-ended questions Repetition and extension Self- and Parallel Talk Advanced language

● Back-and-forth 
exchanges

● Contingent responding
● Peer conversations

● Questions require more 
than a 
one-word-response

● Students respond

● Repeats
● Extends/elaborates

● Maps own actions 
with language

● Maps student action 
with language

● Varied of words
● Connected to 

familiar words or 
ideas
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Language Modeling
Educators promote and expand children’s language development and communication skills by using verbal and nonverbal techniques that support 
the language(s) of instruction, children’s home language(s), and other forms of non-verbal communication. When educators recognize children’s 
developmental language skills, encourage conversations, provide individualized language support, and use varied descriptive language, children 
understand and communicate more in the classroom.

Frequent conversation Open-ended prompts Communication 
extensions

Narration Advanced language

● Back-and-forth exchanges
● Responses build on one 

another
● Peer conversations

● Prompts encourage 
extended responses

● Individualized prompts
● Children communicate 

as able

● Repeats
● Expands
● Extends

● Labeling
● Describing
● Self talk
● Parallel talk

● Varied language 
● Connected to familiar words 

or ideas
● Prompts vocabulary use 



Center on Equity

● More equitable and inclusive definitions 
of interactions

● Increased representation

● Considerations for use of CLASS across 
diverse contexts

● Supporting Bias Recognition and 
Reduction in CLASS observations



Language Modeling
Educators promote and expand children’s language development and communication skills by using verbal and 
nonverbal techniques that support the language(s) of instruction, children’s home language(s), and other forms 
of non-verbal communication. When educators recognize children’s developmental language skills, encourage 
conversations, provide individualized language support, and use varied descriptive language, children understand 
and communicate more in the classroom.

Frequent conversation
● Back-and-forth exchanges
● Responses build on one another
● Peer conversations

Educators encourage extended, relevant conversations throughout the classroom. 
Conversations may involve two or more people in the classroom (educator-child, peers, 
or whole group), may be related to content or more social in nature, can include either 
academic or everyday language, and may involve nonverbal exchanges. 

Open-ended prompts
● Prompts encourage extended responses
● Individualized prompts
● Children communicate as able

Educators use prompts and questions that encourage children to provide more 
extended responses and give children time and support needed to respond.  Educators 
individualize support for children’s responses, using verbal and nonverbal cues, in ways 
that allow each child to participate in the ways in which they are able. 

Communication extensions
● Repeats
● Expands
● Extends

Educators build on children’s language or language attempts by repeating (saying the 
same thing exactly), expanding (adding missing words and contextual details to 
phrases) or extending (adding new information or ideas).

Narration
● Labeling
● Describing
● Self-talk
● Parallel talk

Educators connect language with objects and actions in ways that expand language 
development when they label items children are engaging with, describe classroom 
activities as they happen, use self-talk to narrate their own actions, and parallel talk to 
narrate children’s actions. 

Advanced language
● Varied language 
● Connected to familiar words or ideas
● Prompts vocabulary use 

Educators introduce children to new vocabulary by using a variety of words in different 
contexts and connecting new words to familiar words, definitions, objects, or materials, 
using nonverbal cues as needed to help children make connections.

Center on Equity: 
Enhancements
● More equitable and 

inclusive definitions of 
interactions

● Increased representation

● Considerations for use of 
CLASS across diverse 
contexts

● Supporting Bias 
Recognition and 
Reduction in CLASS 
observations



Language Modeling
Educators promote and expand children’s language development and communication skills by using verbal and nonverbal 
techniques that support the language(s) of instruction, children’s home language(s), and other forms of non-verbal 
communication. When educators recognize children’s developmental language skills, encourage conversations, provide individualized 
language support, and use varied descriptive language, children understand and communicate more in the classroom.

Frequent conversation
Educators encourage extended, 
relevant conversations 
throughout the classroom. 
Conversations may involve two 
or more people in the 
classroom (educator-child, 
peers, or whole group), may be 
related to content or more 
social in nature, can include 
either academic or everyday 
language, and may involve 
nonverbal exchanges. 

Open-ended prompts
Educators use prompts and 
questions that encourage 
children to provide more 
extended responses and give 
children time and support 
needed to respond.  Educators 
individualize support for 
children’s responses, using 
verbal and nonverbal cues, in 
ways that allow each child to 
participate in the ways in 
which they are able. 

Communication 
extensions
Educators build on children’s 
language or language 
attempts by repeating (saying 
the same thing exactly), 
expanding (adding missing 
words and contextual details 
to phrases) or extending 
(adding new information or 
ideas).

Narration
Educators connect language 
with objects and actions in 
ways that expand language 
development when they 
label items children are 
engaging with, describe 
classroom activities as they 
happen, use self-talk to 
narrate their own actions, 
and parallel talk to narrate 
children’s actions.  

Advanced language
Educators introduce children to 
new vocabulary by using a 
variety of words in different 
contexts and connecting new 
words to familiar words, 
definitions, objects, or 
materials, using nonverbal cues 
as needed to help children 
make connections.

● Back-and-forth 
exchanges

● Responses build on one 
another

● Peer conversations

● Prompts encourage 
extended responses

● Individualized prompts
● Children communicate 

as able

● Repeats
● Expands
● Extends

● Labeling
● Describing
● Self-talk
● Parallel talk

● Varied language 
● Connected to familiar 

words or ideas
● Prompts vocabulary use 



Center on Equity: 
Enhancements

● More equitable and inclusive 
definitions of interactions

● Increased representation

● Considerations for use of 
CLASS across diverse 
contexts

● Supporting Bias Recognition 
and Reduction in CLASS 
observations



Center on Equity: 
Enhancements

● More equitable and inclusive 
definitions of interactions

● Increased representation

● Considerations for use of 
CLASS across diverse 
contexts

● Supporting Bias Recognition 
and Reduction in CLASS 
observations

Cultural 
variation

Linguistic 
variation

Developmental 
variation

Setting 
variation

There are core educator-child interactions 
that are beneficial for all children. 

There are also nuances to these 
interactions that may vary across 

individuals, cultures, and settings.



Center on Equity: 
Enhancements
● More equitable and inclusive 

definitions of interactions

● Increased representation

● Considerations for use of 
CLASS across diverse 
contexts

● Supporting Bias 
Recognition and Reduction 
in CLASS observations

There are strategies 
that can help us 
recognize and reduce 
our biases.  

UNDERSTAND
strategies

APPLY
strategies

We must apply 
strategies continuously 
and intentionally. 

ACCEPT
Bias affects our 
thinking, which affects 
our behavior.

Effective interactions 
vary across cultures 
and settings.



Increase Access

● Easier to Access

● Easier to Implement



Increase Access: Enhancements

 

CLASS Pre-K Manual

CLASS K-3rd Manual

CLASS Pre-K Observer Training,
Certification & Recertification

CLASS K-3rd Observer Training,
Certification & Recertification

Age level combination

CLASS 2nd Edition:
Pre-K–3rd Manual Set

CLASS 2nd Edition:
Pre-K–3rd Training or 
Pre-K only, 
Certification & 
Recertification



Increase Access: Enhancements



Measure for Impact

● Optional Expanded 
Measurement Tools

● Continuous Quality 
Improvement Enhancements



Measure for Impact: Enhancements

● Optional Expanded 
Measurement 
Tools

● Continuous Quality 
Improvement 
Enhancements



 
CLASS Environment for Infant/Toddler

Emotional 
and 
Behavioral 
Support

Engaged 
Support
for 
Learning



 
CLASS Environment for Pre-K/K

Emotional 
Support

Instructional 
Support

Classroom 
Organization



The Power of 
CLASS 

Environment



Implementation of CLASS Environment

CLASS Environment 
Observer Training

CLASS Environment
Teacher PD

CLASS Environment
Coaching Supports



Measure for Impact: Enhancements

● Optional Expanded 
Measurement Tools

● Continuous Quality 
Improvement 
Enhancements



The CLASS® 2nd Edition 
refinements are clearly 
focused on the clarity, 
approachability of the 
language, addressing known 
confusions, and correcting 
potential harm.

CLASS 2nd Edition Reviewer

“



What does this mean for you?

Continue to focus, measure and improve the interactions that matter the most while 
we strive to make your CLASS experience easier, more comprehensive, and better. 



Visit the website for more information

http://www.teachstone.com/class-2nd-edition


JULY  AUG.                           2023           

CLASS® 2nd Edition 
for Pre-K–3rd 
Observation Training 
& Manual Set Available

CLASS® 2nd Edition 
Transition Supports 
Available for Current and 
Newly Trained/Certified 
Observers 

CLASS® Environment 
for Pre-K/K & I/T
Observer Trainings 
& Manuals Available

CLASS® 2nd Edition 
Data Platform
Collect Pre-K–3rd CLASS 
& CLASS Environment 
data 
in myTeachstone

CLASS® 2nd Edition 
for Infant/Toddler 
Observation Training 
& Manual Set Available

CLASS® 2nd Edition 
Pre-K–3rd Affiliate
Train-the-Trainer
Available

CLASS® 2nd Edition 
Pre-K–3rd Affiliate
Can Deliver 
Pre-K–3rd
Observation 
Training

CLASS® 2nd Edition 
Pre-K–3rd Spanish
Spanish Observation
Training & Manual Set 
Available

Experience the Enhancements

SEPT.

CLASS® 
Environment 
for Pre-K/K & I/T
Teacher Course 
Available



I believe that reducing the 
amount of certifications for 
grade levels will make it 
easier to recertify and 
broaden my observation 
skills beyond pre-k.

– InterAct 2022 Participant

“



Transition Pathways













Leaders



Questions?



Want to learn more?
Visit 

teachstone.com
for more information 
and to schedule a 

call with your 
CLASS Success 

Team today!



Thank You! 

@teachstone www.teachstone.com



Appendix



An enhanced CLASS Manual 
designed to:

● Increase access to the research, 
theory, and impact of interactions

● Ease the observation process and 
overall CLASS implementation

● Strengthen measures of quality

CLASS 
2nd Edition 
Pre-K–3rd 

Manual Set



A reimagined CLASS Observation 
Training designed to:

● Build observers’ understanding of 
equitable observations through 
intentional equity focused 
enhancements

● Drive collection of more actionable 
data through new scoring strategies 
and expanded measures

● Streamline certification processes

CLASS 
2nd Edition 
Pre-K–3rd 

Observation 
Training



A new optional measure of quality 
designed to:

● Measure the elements of the 
environment that matter the most, 
alongside of interactions

● Support infant/toddler and pre-k/K 
educators in creating and 
leveraging effective learning 
environments

● Streamline quality data collection 
into one system and one 
observation

CLASS 
Environment


