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Welcome to Teachstone's
Interactive Reading Guide
with CLASS® Concepts

How to use the guide:
This guide is meant to help you enhance the experience of reading with children. The ideas

in the guide will help you make the most of story time, supporting children’s learning and

engaging with them in a meaningful way. 

When planning for story time, begin by reading the book. Then, read this guide. Choose the

ideas you think will be most helpful based on what you know about the children you are

reading to. It is not recommended that you use all of the ideas in the guide at once, as this

may disrupt the flow of the story.

What is CLASS®?:
CLASS stands for the Classroom Assessment Scoring System. Developed in 2008 at the

University of Virginia, it is a research-driven tool used to improve how teachers interact with

children every day to cultivate supportive, structured, and engaging classroom experiences.

The CLASS framework is divided into three domains: Emotional Support, Classroom

Organization, and Instructional Support. Each domain is subdivided into several dimensions.

This guide offers suggestions on using strategies from each of the CLASS dimensions listed

below.

Classroom Organization:
Behavior Management (BM)
Productivity (P)
Instructional Learning Formats (ILF)

Emotional Support:
Positive Climate (PC)
Teacher Sensitivity (TS)
Regard for Student Perspectives (RSP)

Instructional Support:
Concept Development (CD)
Quality of Feedback (QF)
Language Modeling (LM)



COVER
What do you see on the cover? Are they “inside” or “outside” and how do you know?

What clues tell us where they are? What is this place? What do you think this story is

about? 

The title of this book is "Our Class is a Family." The author is Shannon Olsen and Sandie

Sonke created the illustrations. 

Many people think of family as the people who are directly related to us (some say our

kin, or relatives) or family are those that we spend a lot of time with or that we live with.

As a class, teachers and students spend many hours together. We grow together and

learn from each other. And just like with the people who are our family, in our classroom

we share experiences and create memories (moments where we later can think back on

in our head and see or remember what we did, feel happy, or sad, or mad, or glad about). 

Often there are feelings and emotions commonly associated with the word “family,”

Feelings such as security (feeling safe) and love (feeling cared for). And families can look

very different from each other. 

But the most common trait in most families is that people love and care for each other. So,

by caring for each other and building a safe space, our class can be a family. 

(QF, PC RSP, CD, TS, LM, ILF) 

PAGES 4-7
What are words that come to mind when you say “family”? Some people might say mom

and dad or grandma and grandpa. Others think of their aunts, uncles, or cousins. Some

might even think of close friends as family.

Families come in all shapes and sizes, but what’s most important is that families have

people that love and care for each other. What are some things that you and your family

like to do together? (CD, RSP, LM, QF) 
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PAGES 8-9
A family can be a special group. Can one special group be a pet? Many households

have pets, (dogs, cats, fish, birds, and other animals). Can your pet be your “family” too?

Remember, we said feelings and emotions are associated with the word “family”. Does

a pet have feelings and emotions? How do you know what their feelings are? (RSP, QF,

ILF, CD, LM)

PAGES 10-15 
In our class we spend a lot of time together. We learn together, have meals together,

and play together. How are these students helping each other? What are some ways

we can help each other in our classroom? (TS, PC, RSP, QF, BM, ILF) 

PAGES 16-19
Can you tell what some of the students have in common? What are some of the

differences the students have? Being a part of a family means that we love each other

no matter what. It’s fun when we like the same things, but it’s also really great when we

can share the differences that make us unique. (TS, PC, RSP, CD, QF, LM, ILF) 

PAGES 20-21
When you are feeling sad or worried, who at the school can you talk to? Our class can

be a safe space to talk about anything that’s on your mind. You have friends and

teachers who care about you. (TS, RSP, CD, QF, BM, ILF) 

PAGES 22-25
What are some ways we can be a good friend to our classmates and teacher in school?

Remember, you should always treat others the way you want to be treated. Just like

you want others to be a good friend to you, you should also show love by being a good

friend to them. Our class cares about each other, just like a family. We stick together

when things are good and when things are rough. You should feel safe and loved when

you’re here in school, because we are your classroom family. (PC, RSP, CD, QF, LM, ILF)
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Learn more about how CLASS® can help your program
improve teacher-child interactions at www.teachstone.com

or give us a call at 877-401-8007.


