Interactive Read Aloud
with CLASS® Concepts
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Welcome to Teachstone's
Interactive Reading Guide
with CLASS® Concepts
How to use the guide:
This guide is meant to help you enhance the experience of reading with children. The ideas
in the guide will help you make the most of story time, supporting children’s learning and
engaging with them in a meaningful way.
When planning for story time, begin by reading the book. Then, read this guide. Choose the
ideas you think will be most helpful based on what you know about the children you are
reading to. It is not recommended that you use all of the ideas in the guide at once, as this
may disrupt the flow of the story.

What is CLASS®?:
CLASS stands for the Classroom Assessment Scoring System. Developed in 2008 at the
University of Virginia, it is a research-driven tool used to improve how teachers interact with
children every day to cultivate supportive, structured, and engaging classroom experiences.
The CLASS framework is divided into three domains: Emotional Support, Classroom
Organization, and Instructional Support. Each domain is subdivided into several dimensions.
This guide offers suggestions on using strategies from each of the CLASS dimensions listed
below.

Emotional Support:
Positive Climate (PC)
Teacher Sensitivity (TS)
Regard for Student Perspectives (RSP)
Instructional Support:
Concept Development (CD)
Quality of Feedback (QF)
Language Modeling (LM)

Classroom Organization:
Behavior Management (BM)
Productivity (P)
Instructional Learning Formats (ILF)
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COVER:
The title of this book is Charlotte Wants a BFF. The authors are Julie Kratz and Simone
Morris, and Audeva Joseph created the illustrations. BFF is a word that is made by
using the first letters of a group of words. Have you heard anyone use the word BFF
before? Do you know what the letters in BFF stand for? Best Friend Forever. Why do
you think Charlotte wants a BFF? (RSP, CD, LM)

ABOUT THIS BOOK PAGE AND PICTURE
WALK:
This page tells us a little bit about what the book will be about and who it is written for?
I’m excited to learn more.
Before we read the book, let’s take a moment to look at all of the illustrations to get
more of an idea of what it will be about. What do you see? What do you think is
happening? What questions do you have? What do you want to find out? (RSP, ILF, CD,
LM)

CHARLOTTE LONGS FOR A BEST FRIEND:
What do you like to do with your friends and classmates? What are some things you
would like to do with a BFF? (PC, RSP, CD, LM)

CHARLOTTE SITS NEXT TO JOHN IN ART
CLASS:
Why do you think John was not the right BFF for Charlotte? How would you know if a
BFF is perfect for you? (RSP, CD, LM)
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CHARLOTTE AND TAYLOR SPEND THE
DAY TOGETHER AT SCHOOL:
Charlotte’s dad told her to look around at school and that she would find her BFF
when she was ready? What do you think? (RSP, CD, LM)

CHARLOTTE AND TAYLOR LEARN A LOT
FROM EACH OTHER:
Charlotte and Taylor are BFFs, but they are not totally alike. They have different
interests and are good at different things. How does this help their friendship? Why
might having a BFF that is different from you be a good thing? (RSP, CD, LM)

CHARLOTTE HAS A BAD FEELING ABOUT
TAYLOR’S QUESTION:
What do you think about what happened? Should Charlotte and Taylor be BFFs? Why?
Why not? (RSP, CD, LM)

STORY ENDING:
What did Charlotte learn about friendship? (RSP, CD, LM)

Learn more about how CLASS® can help your program
improve teacher-child interactions at www.teachstone.com
or give us a call at 877-401-8007.

