Interactive Read Aloud
with CLASS® Concepts
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Welcome to Teachstone's
Interactive Reading Guide
with CLASS® Concepts
How to use the guide:
This guide is meant to help you enhance the experience of reading with children. The ideas
in the guide will help you make the most of story time, supporting children’s learning and
engaging with them in a meaningful way.
When planning for story time, begin by reading the book. Then, read this guide. Choose the
ideas you think will be most helpful based on what you know about the children you are
reading to. It is not recommended that you use all of the ideas in the guide at once, as this
may disrupt the flow of the story.

What is CLASS®?:
CLASS stands for the Classroom Assessment Scoring System. Developed in 2008 at the
University of Virginia, it is a research-driven tool used to improve how teachers interact with
children every day to cultivate supportive, structured, and engaging classroom experiences.
The CLASS framework is divided into three domains: Emotional Support, Classroom
Organization, and Instructional Support. Each domain is subdivided into several dimensions.
This guide offers suggestions on using strategies from each of the CLASS dimensions listed
below.

Emotional Support:
Positive Climate (PC)
Teacher Sensitivity (TS)
Regard for Student Perspectives (RSP)
Instructional Support:
Concept Development (CD)
Quality of Feedback (QF)
Language Modeling (LM)

Classroom Organization:
Behavior Management (BM)
Productivity (P)
Instructional Learning Formats (ILF)
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CONSIDERATIONS FOR CHILDREN WHO
ARE DUAL LANGUAGE LEARNERS:
When you share books and stories with children who are DLLs, there are several
important strategies that you can use to support their engagement and learning.
One key strategy is to create an opportunity for children to preview the book in their
home language. You can do this in several ways. For example, if you have the book
available in a child’s home language, you can share it with families in advance and
encourage them to read the book to their children in their home language before
you read it in the classroom in English. If the book is not available in a child’s home
language, you can share the book with families and encourage families to talk about
what they see in the pictures with their children.
Engaging families in this intentional way also helps to build a connection between
the home and the classroom. You can also preview books with children in the
classroom by reading it to them in their home language before you read it in English.
(This should be done in small groups of 2-4 or even one on one.) And, again, if the
book is not available in the child’s home language or if you don't know how to speak
the language, you can be creative and use post-it notes (and potentially a translation
website) to label some of the illustrations or keywords in the child’s home language.
Creating an opportunity for children to preview a book in their home language
before you read it in English helps them become familiar with the concepts, ideas,
and vocabulary in the book, and they can use this understanding to bridge their
learning in English.
This approach also helps maintain language separation, which means that you
dedicate equal and separate time for instruction and conversations in one language
at a time. With books that have bilingual text, it is best to read the book all the way
through in one language at a time, rather than reading each page in both languages
back to back.
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Another key strategy is to use visual props, images, gestures, and facial expressions
to help children learn new words, refer to characters or scenery, and understand
concepts within the book. While you’re reading, point to the illustrations to help
children make connections between the pictures and the words.
There are many more strategies that can help you in supporting children who are
DLLs, but for now, I will just share one more (well, it's a couple of related strategies).
As you read and ask questions, pause to provide children with enough time to
process what you’re saying and to respond. It also helps to encourage and
acknowledge children’s verbal and nonverbal responses. Remember that children’s
receptive language skills (what they can understand) develops before their
expressive skills (what they can say).
Throughout the reading guide for Omar, el jaguar, we have included some of these
strategies and a few others to help you be intentional about supporting children
who are DLLs.
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COVER:
The title of this book is “Omar, el jaguar.” What do you see on the front cover of the
book? It is a type of cat called a jaguar. And this jaguar’s name is Omar. Where do you
think jaguars live? Let’s look at the cover again. What do you see around Omar? We see a
lot of green - what do you think that is? Could it be plants, or trees? Yes, because jaguars
live in forests, in a continent called South America. What do you think this book is going to
be about? (RSP, ILF, CD, LM)
Strategies for children who are DLLs
As you talk about the title and images on the cover, point to each
Use the pictures to provide clues and scaffold children’s thinking
Use gestures to help define words for children

AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR:
Let’s find the author’s name on the cover of the book. Do you remember who the author
is? The author is the person who writes a book! The author’s name is right here on the
cover, and she is called Andrea Olatunji. Some books have information about the author
somewhere in the book. In this book, we can learn about the author, Andrea, at the end of
the book. And, do you want to hear something really cool about Andrea? She also
illustrated the book! What does “illustrated” mean? It means she drew the pictures in the
book. So Andrea wrote the book and drew the pictures, and that means she is the author
and the illustrator. (LM)
Strategies for children who are DLLs
As you talk about the author’s name on the cover, point to the name
Define new words with more familiar words
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PICTURE WALK:
Before we read the words in this book, let’s take a look at the pictures the illustrator
drew to help tell a story. Do you remember who the illustrator is? It’s the person that
draws the pictures in a book! These are just like the pictures you draw to illustrate your
stories. What do you see on this page? Do you see the leaves and trees? Where is the
animal on this page? What kinds of animals do you see? Have you ever seen animals
like this? How do you think Omar might be feeling here (pointing to his face)? What
clues do you see that make you think he feels ____? Why might he feel ___? (PC, RSP,
ILF, LM)
Strategies for children who are DLLs
As you flip through the pages of the book, ask questions and pause. Provide
children with enough time to process your questions and to respond.
Encourage and acknowledge children’s verbal and nonverbal responses.
Depending on the language ability of the children, you can label the images and
ask them to point (requiring only receptive language abilities) or you can ask
them to name the pictures as you point to them (which is more complex,
requiring expressive language abilities).

DEDICATION PAGE:
This page is called a dedication page. Authors write a dedication when they want to tell
special people that they made the book for them. This author, Andrea Olatunji , is from
a country called Uruguay, and she dedicated this book to the children and families of
Uruguay. What special people in your life would you write a book for? Could you write a
book for your family? Dedicating a book to your family is a great way to tell them that
you care about them! Maybe when we are finished reading this book, we can draw
pictures of your family and write something about them. How do you think that would
make your family feel? (RSP, ILF, LM)
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ABOUT FEELINGS LONELY:
Let’s look at Omar’s face on this page - how do you think he is feeling? Omar, the
jaguar, was feeling lonely. What does the word “lonely” mean? It’s when you feel like
you’re alone and sad. Why do you think Omar was feeling lonely? He didn’t have any
friends to play with. Have you felt lonely like Omar? Tell me about it. What can you do
when you feel lonely? You can ask a friend to play with you! How can you ask a friend
to play with you? Maybe you can say hello and ask, “Can I play with you?”
When the sloth asked Omar to play, Omar growled, saying “Grrr!” Why do you think he
growled? He did not want to play with the sloth. Why did Omar not want to play with the
sloth? How do you think the sloth felt when Omar didn’t want to play with him? He
probably felt sad. How might you feel when someone doesn’t want to play with you?
You might feel sad and lonely. What can you do when that happens? You can try to find
other friends to play with!
Strategies for children who are DLLs
As you talk about each emotion, point to the illustrations and animals’ facial
expressions
Model and exaggerate facial expressions and body language to communicate
an emotion (e.g., deep frown, bow head, and slouch to communicate feeling
sad)
Define new words with more familiar words
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ABOUT FEELINGS HAPPY:
Finally, Omar realized that all the different animals make the forest a fun place to play!
Let’s look at the animals’ faces on this page. How do you think these animals are
feeling? What clues do you see that make you think they feel happy? They are all
smiling! How does your face look when you feel happy? Do you smile when you feel
happy? Look at my BIG smile -- I feel happy! Here, all of the animals are happy, because
Omar finally wants to play with them! How do you feel when a new friend asks you to
play with them? (PC, RSP, ILF, CD, LM)
Strategies for children who are DLLs
As you talk about each emotion, point to the illustrations and animals’ facial
expressions
Use the pictures to provide clues and scaffold children’s thinking
Use gestures to help define words for children (e.g., point to your eyes when you
say “see”)
Model and exaggerate facial expressions and body language to communicate
an emotion (e.g., put on a BIG smile)
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VALUING INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES:
Omar, the jaguar, thought he couldn’t play with any of the other animals. Why did he
think that? Because all of the animals were different from him. He believed the
Sleepy Sloth was too slow. But, do you think they could still play together, even if
Omar runs very fast and the Sleepy Sloth walks slow? Yes! We know they can still
play and have fun together! How do you think Omar could play with the Sleepy
Sloth? Maybe Omar could slow down and walk so that they could play together.
The Toucan bird and the big snake Anaconda also asked Omar the jaguar to play
with them. Why do you think Omar said he couldn’t play with the toucan? He
thought the toucan’s beak was too big. Why did he say he couldn’t play with the
snake? The snake doesn’t have legs for jumping. But do you think Omar could find
ways to play with them, even if they are different from him? We are not all exactly
the same. We all have differences that make us unique and great! Our friends might
look different or like to play different games, but we can play and have fun together!
How do you play with friends that may be different from you? You can find
something that you like to do together, like read a book, or make up a story, or build
something together. (PC, RSP, ILF, CD, LM)
Strategies for children who are DLLs
Vary your tone of voice and body language to illustrate the words (e.g., tooo
slooooow, fast!, jump!)
As you talk about the animals’ features, point to each
Point and model body language and movement to define words (e.g., point to
your legs and jump when you say “legs for jumping”)
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CARING FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT:
Omar, the jaguar, remembered when he would play with different animals in his
environment. What do you think the word “environment” means? Our environment is
where we live, our home, our classroom and all of the things around us. Omar realized
that having many different animals around helps make his home better. When they
work and play together, they could take care of their environment. What do you do to
take care of your home, or your environment? How do you take care of your home
together with your family? Why do you think it is important to take care of your
environment together? How do you feel when you work together to take care of
something? (PC, RSP, CD, LM)
Strategies for children who are DLLs
Use gestures to help define words for children (e.g., open your arms to signify
“around us”)

ABOUT ANIMALS:
Omar is a jaguar. Let’s look at a picture of Omar. What does he look like? He looks like
a cat! Jaguars are a kind of big, big cat, like lions! Jaguars live in forests, they’re very
smart, run very fast, and climb trees in their forest. What other animals did we meet in
this story? Let’s make a list! What animal did Omar talk to first? A sleepy sloth. Let’s
look at the picture of the sloth. What is it doing? Do you see how it’s holding on to the
tree? Sloths also live in the forest and spend a lot of time relaxing on trees. Which
animal did Omar speak to next? The toucan! Let’s look at the picture of the toucan.
What type of animal is a toucan? It is a type of bird! Toucans are a kind of bird that also
live in the forest with jaguars and sloths. And this toucan is very colorful. Colorful
means it has many colors — see the many colors on its beak and wings? And what’s
the last animal that Omar spoke to? An anaconda! Let’s look at the picture of the
anaconda - what is it? It’s a snake! Have you ever seen a snake before? This kind of
snake also lives in the forest. So jaguars, sloths, toucans, and anacondas all live
together in the forest, in the same home and environment, and the forest is a fun place
because all the different animals are there together! (PC, RSP, ILF, CD, LM)
Strategies for children who are DLLs
As you talk about each animal, point to each
Define new words with more familiar words
Use pictures (or real objects) to help define words
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VOCABULARY:
Jaguar
Lonely
Sleepy Sloth
Grunted
Toucan
Anaconda
Environment
Surprised
Wander
Wonder
Observed

Learn more about how CLASS® can help your program
improve teacher-child interactions at www.teachstone.com
or give us a call at 877-401-8007.

