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Welcome to Teachstone's
Interactive Reading Guide
with CLASS® Concepts

How to use the guide:
This guide is meant to help you enhance the experience of reading with children. The ideas

in the guide will help you make the most of story time, supporting children’s learning and

engaging with them in a meaningful way. 

When planning for story time, begin by reading the book. Then, read this guide. Choose the

ideas you think will be most helpful based on what you know about the children you are

reading to. It is not recommended that you use all of the ideas in the guide at once, as this

may disrupt the flow of the story.

What is CLASS®?:
CLASS stands for the Classroom Assessment Scoring System. Developed in 2008 at the

University of Virginia, it is a research-driven tool used to improve how teachers interact with

children every day to cultivate supportive, structured, and engaging classroom experiences.

The CLASS framework is divided into three domains: Emotional Support, Classroom

Organization, and Instructional Support. Each domain is subdivided into several dimensions.

This guide offers suggestions on using strategies from each of the CLASS dimensions listed

below.

Classroom Organization:
Behavior Management (BM)
Productivity (P)
Instructional Learning Formats (ILF)

Emotional Support:
Positive Climate (PC)
Teacher Sensitivity (TS)
Regard for Student Perspectives (RSP)

Instructional Support:
Concept Development (CD)
Quality of Feedback (QF)
Language Modeling (LM)



COVER
The title of this book is “A Family is a Family is a Family.” The author is Sara O’Leary, the

author writes the words and the illustrator is Qin Leng, the illustrator draws the pictures.

(LM)

WHAT IS A FAMILY?
What do you think makes a family a family? Are all families the same? (RSP)

WHAT MAKES YOUR FAMILY SPECIAL?
Special means something that is different from others. What makes your family special?

How is your family different from others? (RSP, ILF)

NOT ALL FAMILIES ARE THE SAME
Can you tell who is saying that? How do you think she is feeling? Her cheeks look red and

her eyes are looking down at her desk. What do you think she means by her family is not

like everybody else? I wonder how it is different. 

(LM, RSP, TS)

“BEST FRIENDS SINCE FIRST GRADE” 
The first child is out to dinner with her parents. I don’t see any brothers or sisters so it

looks like she is an only child. That means she has no brothers or sisters. Look at these

pictures of her Mom and Dad. They have known each other for a long time, friends since

they were little. They look like they really enjoy being together. (LM)

“LOTS OF KIDS”
How many do you see? It looks like some are hiding. Let’s find them and count. How

many brothers and sisters do you have? (RSP, ILF)
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TWO MOMS
This little boy has two moms who really like to sing. He says they are loud. Do you think

that is why he is holding his ears? Does your family like to sing? (RSP)

“I HAVE MORE GRANDPARENTS THAN

ANYBODY ELSE.”
How many grandparents do you see? Let’s count. They are in a tree. It is like his family

tree. A family tree is something that shows you everyone who has been a part of your

family from a long time ago until now. (LM, ILF)

BABY SHOPPING:
Online means that you can use your computer to shop at a store. This little girl thinks

her mom went shopping for a baby. (LM)

“LOOK ALIKE”
Does everyone in your family look-alike? Do you have the same hair, same eyes, same

nose? (RSP)

“FAIR IS FAIR”
This little girl's parents take turns spending time with her. She stays with her mom one

week and then with her dad the next week.

I LOOK LIKE BOTH MY PARENTS
Does anyone ever tell you that you look like your Mom or Dad? (RSP)
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“MY MOM SAYS THAT BEFORE I WAS
BORN, I GREW IN HER HEART.”
This little boy is pushing his mom in her wheelchair. It looks like fun, look at the birds. I

think they are going fast. (ILF)

“I LIVE WITH MY GRANDMOTHER” 
Look at all the fun things she does with her grandmother. Some families live with their

grandparents or different adults, like Aunts or Uncles. Do your grandparents live with

you? (RSP)

BLENDED FAMILIES
This is a Blended Family. It is two separate families that come together to be one big

family. You get extra brothers and sisters. (LM)

TWO DADS
This little boy has two Dads. Look at those hearts and his smile. I think he is happy

because they give good hugs.

FOSTER MOTHER
A foster mother is a mom who wants to help take care of you when your other mom is

not able to. It is like having a babysitter for a long time. (LM)

IMAGINARY
Imaginary is something that is not real, it is pretend or make-believe. Her foster mom is

saying that she loves all of them the same and every child she takes care of is her child.

Families may look different but they all love each other. (LM, CD)
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FINAL PAGE
Look at the picture on the last page. What do you see? What are the children doing?

How do you think they feel? They look excited and happy to share their family picture.

We read about all the children’s families and how they are different but also how they

are the same. Families may look different but they all love each other and have fun

together.

 

Draw a picture of your family and share what makes your family special. What do you

love most about your family? How is your family like other families? How is it different?

(RSP, ILF)

Learn more about how CLASS® can help your program
improve teacher-child interactions at www.teachstone.com

or give us a call at 877-401-8007.


